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Attempt at the Impetus, Features and Factors
of Middle-East Modernization

ZHANG Yan-jun

(Middle East Studies Institute, Northwest University, Xian, Shanxi 710069, China)

Abstract: The modernizing impetus of the Middle East, one of the earliest modernizing areas
among the developing countries, is the self-salvation campaign of the Ottoman Empire before the
WWTI as well as the nationalism of ever-lasting stimulation after the WWI. Its modernization of
“soilless cultivation” lacks in internal social foundation, heavily depends on external human re-
sources and technology, and is affected by several factors such as regional security, alien powers,
and Islam. Its prospect largely depends on the settlement of Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the ad-
justment of Islam and the modernization of politics and economy.

Key words: Middle East; modernization; nationalism; religion
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